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ington, but action was deferred, the Russian ministry of foreign affairs insisting that, in order not to antagonize Great Britain, the matter should be postponed until the expiration of the charter of the Russian American Company on January 1, 1862.
The rumored and then actual (1862) discovery of gold in Alaska increased the apprehensions of those in St. Petersburg who, like the Grand Duke Constantine, realized that the retention of the American colonies would only lead to international complications and to Russia's eventual defeat. Considerations of a broader political nature were not overlooked. Reutern, the Russian minister of finance, argued in 1866 that by acquiring Alaska the United States "will have a common border with the British colony not only in the south but also in the northwest/' This, in his opinion, "must lead to the strengthening of our friendly relations with the United States and is bound to increase the opportunities for disagreement between the United States and England." In December, 1866, the Russo-American negotiations, interrupted by the Civil War, were resumed and were conducted in great secrecy by William Henry Seward, secretary of state, and Stoeckl. By the treaty of March 29, 1867, N.S., all the properties of the Russian American Company were transferred to the United States for a payment of $7,200,000, that is, $2,200,000 more than the minimum price of $5,000,000 Stoeckl was authorized to accept. In spite of the unpopularity of the transaction in the United States, the treaty was ratified by the Senate on April 9 N.S., by a majority of 27 to 12. Studies by American historians, especially the works of Dulles, have established that the support of the Washington politicians was obtained at a price. Information from American sources shows that Stoeckl's figure of $200,000 used on "secret expenses" was probably near the mark, There was a loud outcry in the American press. Although funds to meet the purchase price were not voted by the House of Representatives until July, 1868, the United States officially took possession of Alaska on October 18, 1867, N.S.: in an elaborate ceremony at Sitka the Russian flag was hauled down and the stars and stripes hoisted in its place. Russia had withdrawn from the American continent.
There was some criticism of the cession of Alaska in the closely controlled Russian press. "Today we hear rumors of the sale of the Nikolaevsky [Moscow to St. Petersburg state-owned] railway line; tomorrow, of the Russian colonies in America," wrote Golos. "Who would vouch that the day after tomorrow we shall not get rumors of